


S Y N O P S I S

As the United States further militarizes its

border with Mexico, the Tohono O’odham Nation in

southern Arizona grapples with the encroaching

surveillance technologies being implemented on

its land under the eye of an increasingly

watchful Border Patrol.



I'm so proud of what our team was able to create

together despite the curveballs 2020 threw at us. I

know our team shares my excitement in finally showing

the product of months of filming, virtual writing

sessions, and editing that went into this film. We hope

you find the story as compelling and important as we do.

director's statement

-Brennan labrie



about the tohono O'odham nation
The Tohono O'odham nation is

one of the largest indigenous

populations along the southern

border.

Created in 1917, the Tohono

O'odham Reservation rests

directly on the U.S-Mexico

border. The border crossed the

traditional O'odham territory,

splitting the Nation in half,

dividing them between the U.S.

and Mexico.

As surveillance and

infrastructures on the border

increase, so does the intrusion

on the traditional O'odham

lands, causing the destruction

of sacred and cultural cites.



BORDER MILITARIZATION
WHAT TECNOLOGY AND
INFASTRUCTURE IS ON THE BORDER?

BORDER PATROL
Along with the technologies and structures mentioned above,

the presence of Border Patrol agents on the southern border,

especially following 9/11, increased significantly over the past

couple of decades.



a b o u t  m e d i a l a b
MediaLab is an award-winning, student run media organization based in the
School of Arts + Communication at Pacific Lutheran University. Students in
MediaLab have expertise across the media spectrum. Along with producing
media content (including photography, graphic design, writing, video, PR, and
more) for clients, MediaLab students also create annual documentary films
touching on topics within DJS (Diversity, Justice, Sustainability).

a b o u t  o u r  f i l m
Runtime: 30 minutes

genre: documentary, social justice, culture

equipment: sony a6400, sony alpha 7, canon eos 6d, and dji phantom 4 drone

production length: 1 year, 2 months



OUR TEAM

Brennan labrie sarah ward hanna mccauley
director, Lead Writer
Brennan is the Lead
Videographer for MediaLab.
He specializes in journalism
and videography, and joined
MediaLab in Spring of 2018.
He is from Port Townsend,
WA.

lead reporter
Sarah was a Communication
Associate in MediaLab, and
graduated from PLU in May
2020 with a degree in
Strategic Communication. She
is from Kalispell, MT.

Co-Director of photography,
editor
Hanna was a General Manager of
MediaLab, and graduated from
PLU with a degree in Strategic
Communication in May 2020.  She
is from Bonney Lake, WA.

hallie Harper
Co-Director of photography,
editor
Hallie is currently the General
Manager of MediaLab. She
specializes in videography,
photography, and editing, and
joined MediaLab in Spring of 2018.
She is from Oak Harbor, WA.

Raven lirio
Lead audio engineer,
graphics animator
Raven is the Public Relations
Executive in MediaLab. She
specializes in PR,
videography, photography,
and journalism, and joined
MediaLab in Spring of 2018.
She is from Olympia, WA.

emily Groseclose
audio engineer, 
graphics animator
Emily is a Communication
Associate in MediaLab. She
specializes in videography,
and  joined MediaLab in
Spring of 2020. She is from
Juliaetta, ID.

ben leschensky
Editor
Ben is a Communication Associate
in MediaLab. He specializes in
videography, photography, and
writing, and joined MediaLab in
Spring of 2019. He is from
Decorah, IA.

Seley Nemish
editor
Seley is a Communication
Associate in MediaLab. She
specializes in PR, graphic design,
and videography, and joined
MediaLab in Spring of 2020. She is   
from Enumclaw, WA.



jared lunkenheimer, m.d

dora rodriguez
activist, salvavision
salvadorian immigrant

Vana lewis
Tohono O'odham tribal member,
activist, #worthy movement

speakers in our film

nellie jo david
Tohono O'odham tribal member,
activist, tohono o'odham anti-
border collective

david garcia
Tohono O'odham tribal elder,
former tribal council member

volunteer, people helping people

Todd miller
journalist,
author, border patrol nation

ophelia rivas
Tohono O'odham tribal member

S p e c i a l  t h a n k s
To everyone who spoke with
MediaLab as a part of this
film, and especially to
members of the Tohono
O'odham Nation who were
open and shared their stories
and insights with our
documentary team. This film
would not have been possible
without these individuals.



Special thanks 
to 0ur sponsors!
special thanks to those who chose to sponsor medialab

and offer their support to our organization!

thank you to humanities Washington,

The virtual premiere of this film was 

made possible in part due to their 

support.

thank you to the news tribune of tacoma

for your continued support of medialab and

its memebers.


